48                            ROMESH  CHUNDER DUTT

had certainly inspired Romesh Dutt to his literary efforts

in Bengali, and it was only the death of the former that
bioke the association that had begun from the lifetime
of Romesh Dutt's father and which continued through the
best literary period of the latter's life.

In April 1895, on the return from leave of his senior,
Romesh Dutt was reverted as District Magistrate and
Collector, Hooghly. In October of the same year, however,
a fresh opportunity arose and he was appointed Divisional
Commissioner once again and placed in charge of the
Orissa Division. This was his last official posting. Early
in 1897 Romesh Dutt proceeded on furlough, and in Octo-
ber 1897 he formally retired after putting in twentysix
years m the Indian Civil Service.

Romesh Dutt's tenure as Commissioner of two Divi-
sions was marked by the same high standard of adminis-
trative efficiency as had distinguished his earlier official
career. He was repeatedly mentioned with appreciation
in Government Resolutions on the Administration Reports
of the province, and the views he expressed on the various
problems of the day were often quoted and given due
weight. Many of the problems he dealt with naturally re-
lated to matters of current interest, though some of them
had greater significance. What, however, is of interest in
these views is not their validity or otherwise, judged spe-
cially on the background of subsequent developments and
in the modern context, but the attitudes and the sympathies
they displayed. His sympathy for the humblest peasants
has already been noticed and he strongly opposed all
through his career measures which sought to restrict their
freedom. Writing on a proposed measure to restrict alie-
nation of land by tenants, he said : "So far as Bengal is
concerned, the proposed restrictions are uncalled for, and
would be a confiscation of rights which the tenants of Ben-